
STATE AND TRIBAL WILDLIFE GRANT PROGRAM 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS — PURPOSE & FUNDING

What is the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program (STWG)?

The State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program (STWG) provides federal funding to states and tribes to plan
and implement proactive, voluntary wildlife and habitat conservation projects to prevent our nation’s fish
and wildlife from becoming endangered, and to help recover those that are already endangered.

State and Tribal Wildlife Grants are considered the core program for keeping species healthy, and off the
federal threatened and endangered species list—a goal shared by a broad and bipartisan constituency of
conservationists, ranchers, businesses, and others. 

How is funding for the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants program appropriated in Congress?

While the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program is authorized by law, Congress must annually appropriate
funds to provide financial support. These appropriations are determined through the federal budget process.

The appropriations process begins with the President's budget proposal, which includes funding
recommendations for various federal programs, including wildlife conservation. Congress then reviews and
modifies these proposals through its appropriations committees. The House and Senate Appropriations
Committees each have subcommittees responsible for different areas. The Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies oversees funding for wildlife conservation programs.

These subcommittees hold hearings, consider input from stakeholders, and draft appropriations bills. The bills
are debated and voted on in both chambers of Congress. If both the House and Senate pass the bills, they
are reconciled to resolve any differences and sent to the President for approval.

What is the estimated timeline for appropriations?

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies typically begins
reviewing the President's budget request in March, with hearings continuing through April or May. These
hearings are part of the process where Department of the Interior and other agency officials testify before
Congress to discuss the proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year. The House and Senate Appropriations
Committees aim to complete their respective appropriations bills via a “Markup” process by the end of June or
July. However, delays are common, and the final passage of these bills may extend into the fall. 

The goal is to have all appropriations bills passed by the end of the fiscal year on September 30th. If this
deadline is not met, Congress typically enacts a continuing resolution to prevent a government shutdown.

To stay updated on the Appropriations Committee visit their website HERE.

https://appropriations.house.gov/
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What is the current administrations funding recommendation for the STWG program in FY26?

For fiscal year 2026, U.S. House Appropriations Committee has recommended $73.8 million for the State and
Tribal Wildlife Grants Program—a 2% increase above FY2025 funding. This is a departure from the current
Administrations budget, which proposed zero funding for State and Tribal Wildlife Grants.

State and Tribal Wildlife Grant program cuts have been proposed by administrations in the past. However,
funding is often ultimately supported after constituents reached out to their U.S. House Representatives and
the House Appropriations committee members about the importance of funding this bipartisan program.

Are there any Texas Representatives on the Appropriations Committee or Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies?

In the 119  Congress, the following U.S. House of Representatives from Texas are on the Appropriations
Committee. The first two Congressmembers in the following list are on the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies subcommittee:

th

Michael Cloud (TX-27-R) - https://cloud.house.gov/ - On Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and
Related Agencies
Jake Ellzey (TX-6-R) - https://ellzey.house.gov/ - On Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related
Agencies
John Carter (TX-31-R) - https://carter.house.gov/
Tony Gonzales (TX-23-R) - https://gonzales.house.gov/
Henry Cuellar (TX-26-D) - https://cuellar.house.gov/
Veronica Escobar (TX-16-D) - https://escobar.house.gov/

What wildlife are the focus of the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants program?

Nationwide, biologists have identified over 12,000 Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN).

Texas has over 1,100 wildlife, fish, and plant species designated as SGCNs, including species that are also
state or federally protected due to risk of extinction, such as the Whooping Crane and Houston Toad.

Native animals or plants designated as a SGCN are generally those that are declining, or rare, and in need of
attention to recover, or to prevent the need to list under state or federal regulation. Many of these species are
“nongame” meaning that they are not hunted or fished.

Sometimes SGCN's might be "data deficient", meaning that biologists may be concerned about an individuals
species population, but more research is needed. Sometimes research finds there are more of the species
than initially thought, and they can then be removed from the SGCN list, or are not at threat of being
endangered.

What are State Wildlife Action Plans, and how are they associated with the State & Tribal
Wildlife Grants program ?

Each state has completed a congressionally-mandated State Wildlife Action Plan designed to help recover
species in decline and prevent the need for listing under the Endangered Species Act. 

Once a species becomes threatened or endangered, recovery becomes significantly more uncertain, more
difficult, and more expensive. State Wildlife Action Plans identify at-risk species (i.e. Species of Greatest
Conservation Need), the threats they face, and conservation actions needed.  

Importantly, the State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program provides critical, annual funding to be able to
implement these strategic conservation plans.


