Our natural world provides innumerable benefits to our health,
well-being, and economic prosperity. As wildlife and their
habitats disappear, those benefits are compromised.

Nationwide, experts have identified over 12,000 Species of
Greatest Conservation Need, including "1,000 in Texas. The
majority of these are at-risk fish and wildlife—such as songbirds,
bees and butterflies, and freshwater species.

The State and Tribal Wildlife Grants Program (SWG) provides
crucial funding to every state to plan and implement proactive,
voluntary wildlife and habitat conservation projects to prevent
our nation’s fish and wildlife from becoming endangered.

State and Tribal Wildlife Grants are considered the core
program for keeping species healthy, and off the federal
threatened and endangered species list—a goal shared by a
broad constituency of Texas conservationists, ranchers,
industries, and others.

State Wildlife Grants are good for
Texas wildlife—and business.

Each state has completed a congressionally-mandated State
Wildlife Action Plan designed to help recover species in
decline and prevent the need for listing under the
Endangered Species Act.

Once a species becomes threatened or endangered, recovery
becomes significantly more uncertain, more difficult, and
more expensive.

The State Wildlife Grants Program provides critical, annual
funding to Texas to be able to implement these strategic
conservation plans.

PROGRAM

Texas SWG spotlight: Technical
assistance for private landowners
leads to voluntary habitat
management that benefits at-risk
wildlife, reduces wildfire risk, and
improves water quality.

Texas SWG spotlight: Research
uncovered multiple robust
populations of the Plateau Spot-tailed
Earless Lizard in the Edward's
Plateau. Consequently, this
petitioned species was not listed
under the ESA. There are similar
examples with other species.



Conserving our natural heritage—a smart investment.

Texans and tourists love the outdoors, and they support a booming outdoor recreation economy
in Texas that relies on healthy fish and wildlife populations. According to the 2023 U.S. Bureau of
Economic Analysis, this economy generates over 389,000 direct jobs and $22.1 billion in salaries
and wages. The Total Outdoor Recreation Value Added to our state economy is $55.8 billion.

State Wildlife Grants help to ensure future generations of Texans can experience our state’s
iconic wildlife, too. For example, it has helped fund reintroductions of at-risk, treasured
species such as the Texas Horned Lizard (state reptile) and the Guadalupe Bass (state fish).
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State Wildlife Grants Program — Benefits for Texas

FUNDING FOR TEXAS. Provides crucial annual funding to help conservation efforts targeting
imperiled fish and wildlife species and their habitats.

LOCAL CONTROL. The funds are administered by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to fund
qualified projects conducted by Texas state agencies, conservation organizations, private
landowners, land trusts, universities, and others.

BENEFITS TEXANS. Preventative fish and wildlife conservation is a smart investment to protect
nature's benefits, which support our economy, agriculture, health, and quality of life.

GOOD FOR BUSINESS. This funding supports the outdoor recreation economy, and avoids
expensive recovery costs when species are listed as threatened or endangered.

GOOD FOR LANDOWNERS. Helps fund technical assistance and cost-share programs that can
be leveraged with other private/public funds to conduct voluntary habitat management activities
that help at-risk wildlife and working lands, reduce wildfire risk, and improve water quality.

DESPERATE NEED. As many as one-third of species in the U.S. are at increased risk of extinction.
Of the 12,000 Species of Greatest Conservation Need, Texas is home to ~1,000.



